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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 8-14 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsumoto et al. (Patent No.: 5,865,265). 

Regarding claim 8-10, Matsumoto discloses a vehicle travel aiding device for 
measuring a distance between a preceding vehicle and a relative running speed of two 
vehicles. The method comprises the steps of: 

- Determining an intervehicular distance between the actual and preceding 
vehicles (actual value of a distance variable) (see col. 3, lines 1-3; col. 7, lines 
41-45). 

- Determining a circumstance, response, and road condition values (a plurality of 
weighting values) for the intervehicular distance as a function of wiper switch, 
light switch, brake operation and handle operation signals (input variables) , 
which describe a vehicle driving situation, vehicle ambient situation, and/or 
driving behavior (see col. 7, line 41 -col. 10, line 30; Figures 4-8). 



Application/Control Number: 10/577,092 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3664 

- Determining a correct reference distance values (set point value) for the 
intervehicular distance as a function of wiper switch, light switch, brake operation 
and handle operation signals. The reference distance values are restricted to a 
predetermined value range (see col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 27; col. 5, line 40-col. 
6, line 3; col. 7, line 41 -col. 10, line 30; Figures 4-8). 

- Actuating a brake and/or engine output to keep the necessary intervehicular 
distance (see col. 5, lines 5-17; col. 10, lines 25-30). 

However, Matsumoto fails to disclose a method for multiplying the weighting values 
by one another to determine the set point value of the distance variable, and wherein to 
determine the set point value of the distance variable a geometric average of the 
weighting values is formed. 

However, Matsumoto discloses an intervehicular distance alarm control (31) within a 
computer control portion (3) to determine the circumstance, response, and road 
condition values (a plurality of weighting values) as well as to calculate the correct 
reference distance values (set point value) for an intervehicular distance (see (see col. 
3, line 50 - col. 4, line 27; col. 5, line 40-col. 6, line 3; col. 7, line 41 -col. 10, line 30; 
Figures 1-8). Under this process, the computer control portion (3) can process the 
above parameters by implementing a mathematic algorithm such a multiplication 
process and geometric average. 

Doing so would enhance a vehicle travel aiding device capable to increase or 
decrease an intervehicular distance. 
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Regarding claim 11, Matsumoto discloses correct reference distance values (set 
point value) defined by a predefining an upper and lower value (see tables 1-3). 
Regarding claim 12 refers to claim 8-10. 

Regarding claim 13, Matsumoto discloses an alarm generating portion (4) for 
warning the driver of the vehicle if the intervehicular distance drops below the correct 
reference distance value (see col. 6, line 55 -col. 7, line 6, Figures 1-8). 

Regarding claim 14 refers to claim 8. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jorge O. Peche whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1339. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:30 pm Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi H. Tran can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Jorge O Peche/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3664 
/Khoi H Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



